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RethinkingRethinking thethe relationrelation
betweenbetween SELFSELF--intensifiersintensifiers and and 

reflexivesreflexives



SELFSELF--intensifiersintensifiers vs. reflexivesvs. reflexives
EnglishEnglish

(1)(1) IntensifierIntensifier
[[TheThe deandean himselfhimself] ] openedopened thethe meetingmeeting..

(2)(2) ReflexiveReflexive
He [He [despisesdespises himselfhimself].].

GermanGerman

(3)(3) IntensifierIntensifier
[Der Dekan [Der Dekan selbstselbst] eröffnete die Versammlung.] eröffnete die Versammlung.

(4)(4) ReflexiveReflexive
Er [verachtet Er [verachtet sichsich].].

=

≠



AdnominalAdnominal vs. vs. actoractor--orientedoriented
intensifiersintensifiers

(5)(5) Adnominal intensifierAdnominal intensifier
Yesterday I talked to [Yesterday I talked to [the deanthe dean himselfhimself].].

(6)(6) ActorActor--oriented intensifieroriented intensifier
A gardenerA gardener should [mow his lawn should [mow his lawn himselfhimself].].

(7) ??A gardener himself should mow the lawn.(7) ??A gardener himself should mow the lawn.

(8) John didn’t mow his lawn himself.(8) John didn’t mow his lawn himself.

(9) John himself didn’t mow his lawn.(9) John himself didn’t mow his lawn.



AdnominalAdnominal vs. vs. actoractor--orientedoriented
intensifiersintensifiers (II)(II)

MitlaMitla ZapotecZapotec

(10) (10) Adnominal intensifierAdnominal intensifier
gižeegižee xiäädxiääd [[lagahklagahk/*/*ensilaaniensilaani presidentepresidente] ] 
tomorrow comes INT.ADN INT.AO   presidenttomorrow comes INT.ADN INT.AO   president
‘The president himself will come tomorrow.’‘The president himself will come tomorrow.’

(11) (11) ActorActor--oriented intensifieroriented intensifier
PresidentePresidente [[ensilaaniensilaani/*/*lagahklagahk behnbehn rolihdznirolihdzni]]
President    INT.AO    INT.ADN made his house]President    INT.AO    INT.ADN made his house]
‘The president built his house himself.‘‘The president built his house himself.‘



A A threethree--wayway distinctiondistinction

lagahklagahkensilaaniensilaaniZapotecZapotec

sichsichselbstselbstGermanGerman

--selfselfEnglishEnglish

REFLREFLINTINT
ADNOMADNOM

INTINT
ACTACT--OROR



Patterns of formal Patterns of formal relatednessrelatedness

adnominaladnominal actoractor--orientedoriented
intensifierintensifier intensifierintensifier

reflexive

the ‘traditional’ view



Patterns of formal Patterns of formal relatednessrelatedness

adnominaladnominal actoractor--orientedoriented
intensifierintensifier intensifierintensifier

reflexive

the ‘revised’ view: a ‘three-way relationship’



Patterns of formal Patterns of formal relatednessrelatedness

M. M. ZapotecZapotec, , AmharicAmharic33♣♣♠♠♣♣VV

T. T. NahuatlNahuatl, W. , W. SonghaySonghay44♦♦♠♠♣♣IVIV

JapaneseJapanese, , OtomíOtomí1010♠♠♣♣IIIIII

German, German, RussianRussian2626♠♠♣♣IIII

English, ChineseEnglish, Chinese2929♣♣II

examplesexamplesn n REFLREFLAOIAOIADNADN



Patterns of formal Patterns of formal relatednessrelatedness

adnominaladnominal actoractor--orientedoriented
intensifierintensifier intensifierintensifier

Type V Type IIIreflexive



An An exampleexample of of typetype IIIIII
TarascanTarascan

(12) (12) ReflexiveReflexive
Juan Juan erátieráti--kukuii ma ma espespééhoho
Juan sawJuan saw--REFLREFL inin mirrormirror
‘‘Juan saw himself in the mirror.Juan saw himself in the mirror.’’

(13) (13) ActorActor--oriented intensifieroriented intensifier
JuanJuan úú--kuakuaee--stisti kumkumáánchikuanchikua
JuanJuan makemake--INT.AOINT.AO--TAP TAP his.househis.house
‘‘Juan built his house himself.Juan built his house himself.’’

(14) (14) Adnominal intensifierAdnominal intensifier
uitsuitsííndikuandikua janjanúústisti jurjuráámutimuti mmíísimusimu
yesterdayyesterday came   president INT.ADNcame   president INT.ADN
‘‘The president himself came yesterday .The president himself came yesterday .’’



An An exampleexample of of typetype VV
MitlaMitla ZapotecZapotec

(15)(15) ReflexiveReflexive
ruwiä lagahk loä neN giwahn
I saw REFL me in mirror
‘I saw myself in the mirror.’

(16) Adnominal intensifier
xiääd lagahk president
will come INT.ADN president
‘The president himself will come.‘

(17) Actor-oriented intensifier
Juan ensilaani kayuni rolihdzni
Juan INT.AO built his house
‘John built his house himself.‘



HowHow do do thesethese patternspatterns arisearise??

ThreeThree typestypes of of historicalhistorical developmentsdevelopments

1.1. AdnominalAdnominal intensifierintensifier →→ reflexivereflexive

2.2. ActorActor--orientedoriented intensifiersintensifiers →→ reflexivereflexive

3.3. Reflexive Reflexive →→ actoractor--orientedoriented intensifierintensifier



AdnominalAdnominal intensifierintensifier →→ reflexivereflexive

Old English > Modern EnglishOld English > Modern English

hinehine ((selfself--) > ) > himselfhimself

(18)(18) hehe hinehine vnkuvnku makedemakede
hehe himhim unknown madeunknown made
‘‘He made himself unknown.He made himself unknown.‘‘

(19)(19) he makede him-seluen muchel clond
he made him-INT.ADN much   pain
‘He made for himself much pain.’
van Gelderen (2001: 72/3)



ActorActor--orientedoriented intensifierintensifier →→ reflexivereflexive

MezquitalMezquital OtomíOtomí

nn--MID/REFL MID/REFL +  +  shshINT.AOINT.AO > (> (nn--……) ) shshREFLREFL

(20)(20) Ra Ra ŠŠuwauwa bibi nn--hyhyóó
DET DET JohnJohn 3PAST MID3PAST MID--killkill
‘‘John killed himself/John was killed.John killed himself/John was killed.’’

(21)(21) Ra Ra ŠŠuwauwa bibi nn--hyhyóó shsh
DETDET John  3PAST  MIDJohn  3PAST  MID--killkill INT.AOINT.AO
‘‘John killed himself.John killed himself.‘‘

(22)(22) Bi hyní shsh
3PAST cut INT.AO/REFL
‘He cut himself.’



Reflexive Reflexive →→ ActorActor--orientedoriented intensifierintensifier

JapaneseJapanese

jibunjibunREFLREFL + INSTR > + INSTR > jibunjibun--dedeINT.AOINT.AO

(23) Taro(23) Taro--wawa jibunjibun--wowo semetasemeta
TarooTaroo--TOPTOP REFLREFL--ACC   criticizedACC   criticized
‘‘TarooTaroo criticized himself.‘criticized himself.‘

(24) Taro(24) Taro--wawa jibunjibun--dede kurumakuruma--wowo arauarau
TaroTaro--TOP REFLTOP REFL--INSTRINSTR carcar--ACCACC washeswashes
‘Taro washes the car himself.’‘Taro washes the car himself.’



ConclusionsConclusions
threethree--way relationship between reflexives way relationship between reflexives 
and the two types of intensifiersand the two types of intensifiers
three different types of diachronic three different types of diachronic 
relationships between intensifiers and relationships between intensifiers and 
reflexivesreflexives
two of these developments link reflexives two of these developments link reflexives 
and actorand actor--oriented intensifiers to one oriented intensifiers to one 
anotheranother
role of actorrole of actor--oriented intensifiers in the oriented intensifiers in the 
creation of reflexive markers has been creation of reflexive markers has been 
underestimatedunderestimated
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